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Article 2

The F.ditor's Page

'

I'm sure yo u're as tired of reading "send manuscripts" as I am of writing the
phrase. Relax. This issue will appear (I hope) relatively soon after Vol. 9,
Number 2, because you have responded to earlier pleas. Therefore, I don't
believe I should continue to beg - at least , not just now. First, an announcement:
The Board of A.G. L.S. has directed that, from now on, there will be a $35.00
publication fee for articles published in /11/erdiscipli11ary Perspectives. This fee
will be waived for members. Since our costs are rising so rapidly we do not
believe that the privilege of publishing in the only national journal devoted to
general education should be open to everyone without restriction.
On a related point , I have just seen a survey which reports that Mss. acceptances by a number of journals average about 6% of those submitted. My best
guess is that our acceptances work out to between 30% and 40% of submissions. Of course, we are smaller in all ways than the journals studied, but I am
not unhappy with our percentage.
In connection with acceptances and rejections, it occurred to me that you
might be interested in learning about the editorial process at Interdisciplinary
Perspectives. When a Ms . arrives in Boston , I glance at it to ensure that it seems
potentially suitable in topic, length , and format (see special instructions on
"Co ntents" page) . Then my assistant duplicates the Ms. and forwards the
duplicates to members of our hardworking, sensitive, VOLUNTEER Editorial
Board. (I have tried to reduce their mailing costs by providing a short form on
which they can indicate a recommendation - accept/revise/reject - but these
people are so interested , and so diligent, that they frequently send back both
form and Ms . with a detailed note to me, and suggestions to the author for
revisions.) If I agree with the Board member's recommendation, the Ms. is
either filed for use as soon as possible, returned for possible revision, or
returned with my regrets.
Some of you who have sent material in become concerned at the length of
time between submission and response. 1 am now trying to send a card or note
acknowledging receipt of Mss . However, compositor's and printer's charges
are so high that I prefer to use our limited resources for those items, instead of
for support of the Postal "se rvi ce." If you don ' t hear from me in four or five
months , probably an inquiry is justified. I'm sorry the process takes so long; I' m
grateful to prospective authors for their patience; I'm thankful that the Editorial
Board is so effective. They must achieve their rewards from exercising their
skills , since I certainly don't reward them in any way.
G.F .E.
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